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NEUTRALITY LAWS

The “Evenling Star’” Uomes to the
President’s Aad,

The article in last week'’s SENTI-
NEL commenting unfavorably on
the Administration’s failure to en-
force neutrality regarding the sale
and shipment of supplies for the
British army 1n South Africa has
spurred Mr, McKinley’'s Washing
ton organ, the Lvening Star, to an
efiort to lessen the odium attach-
ing to the President for his neglect
of a plain duty. The organ seizes
upon the purchase of $50,000,000
ol England’s new loan by Ameri-
can capitalists as a vindication of
the President’s course, It says:

SULZERISM AND THE WAR LOAN.

It is but fair to assume that the Hon.
Wm, Sulzer and those who take their
readings of internstional law from him
are following closely the details of the
floating of the new British war loan,
There is a very pat text in the matter
from their viewpoint for another how|
about the viokation of ueutrality obliga-
tions, The bidding has been lively. The
lean, indeed, will be a big success. ln-
vestors everywhere bave shown an
eagerness lor paper which has so much
secursty behind it. Americans have
béen allotted a large block, and the
cable states that “applications on French
account’ were considerable.

Applications from France for part of

___ this loan? Isn’t France neutralas be-

e Bo

v  were In position openly to
ake sides wou!d they not take the sid
of the Boers? Wasn’t the reception
accorded by them to Mr Kruger of the
most enthusiastic description? What
sort of talk is this, therefore, about
“‘applications on French account’ for
part of this loan, when the money is to
be expended by Great Britain in further
operations against the Boers? Is that
peutrality? On the contrary, isit not
openly aiding and abetting Great
Britain? Is not, indeed, money in such
circumstances and lor such purposes
contraband of war?

Ancd what right has even Pierpont
Morgan, who seems to be so heavily
loaded with money that he is able to
take a flyer in everything, to go to the
aid of Great Britain in this way? The
temptation from the purely sordid view.
point Is, we may admit, very strong.
But should bhe be permitted to embiace
it? Does not the United States pretend
to be neutral as between the British and
the Boers? And shall any citizen of this
country, simply for the purpose ot for-
warding his own personal fortunes, lend
money to Great Britain to finish up her
very difficult job in South Africa? The
decision of Judge Parlange at New
Orleans in the mule case would appear
to cover the point and to permit the
investment, but that has been received
with such disfavor by the Sulzerites it
may be advisable to go into the whole
question again,

Money is eyvervthing to Great Britain
at this time. It will buy mules, ammu-
nition, rifles, cannon, foodstufls: will
pay off men alrealy in her service, and
induce others to enlist. Stop her sup:
plies, and vou paralyze her fighting arm.
Help increase them, and youstrengthen
her tor what is still before her in South
Africa Should capitalists inany neutral
country therelore be permitted to take
her paper and refill her strong box? To
repeal the question, is not money in
such a case contraband ot war? One
could wish to hear Mr. Sulzer argue this
point somewhere before a full bench,

The ‘‘very pat text” furnished
by the success of the new British
war loan is but proot of the cordial
sympathy existing between the
money .powers and the Adminis-
tration., The floating ot the loan
gave the former an opportunity,
by subscribing to a part of it, to
demonstrate to England that the
howl over the shipment of mules
did not come from the A dministra-
tion's ranks. It was not necessary
that such an extreme step, which
involves a financial loss to our in-
vestors, should have been taken
to prove Republican sympathy for
togland in her present embarrass-

ments, It was well known on
which side the Administration
stood.

From the beginning of the war
the desire ol our Government to
further English aims has been so
disgustiugly exhibited in this un-
holy strife that such a stanch advo-
cate of Mr, McKinley’s first elec-
tion as Hon, Webster Davis re-
signed his office in disapproval ot

92 Butif | than do Mr. Morgan

it. Mr. McKinlev's reception ot
the Boer delegates, whom he in-
vited to view the beautilul Poto-
mac from the rear of the White
House much™ in the same way as
the late Senator Mahone received
his colored constituents at his
back door—was ample proof of his
feelings in the matter, Young Mr.
Hay’s visit to Downing street on
his way to Pretoria as representa
tive of this Government will be re-
called as another evidence of
friendly interest in England’s be-
halt, It was entirely unnecessary
that our inyestors should be asked
to accept English consols which
yield only 2.81 per cent when so
much better interest can be ob-
tained at home, It an explanation
is wanted for the allotment ot $50,.
000,000 to America, it may be
found in the following from the
New York World:

Great moneyed interests in America
represented by |. P, Morgan are desirous
of being upon friendly terms with the
British Government and Bntish in
vestors,

It for “moneyed interests’” you
substitute the ‘*Republican Ad-
ministration”” you will have the
secret of Mr. Morgan’s concern tor
the success of the English loan,

The Star waxes sarcastic in re-
ferring to the fact that “‘applica-
tions on French account were con-
siderable.” Granting that this is
true, what does it prove? Simply
that French moneyed men, like
theiwr prototypes in all stages of
the world’s history and every-
where, have been willing to barter
honor and principle for gold and
in pursuit ol the mighty dollar
‘““have shown an eagerness for
paper which has so much security
behind it.,”” The difference between
ruling rates of interest in Fra«ce
and those offered by their English
neighbors were so great that
French speculators torgot (if they
ever cared to remember) the pur-
pose for which the loan was re-
quired and that its payment would
be enforced in the sweat and blood
of their South African brothers.

It will be contessed, however,
that French bidders for English
bonds no more represented French
opinion in the Boer-British conflict
friends the opinions of those who
extended such a hearty welcome to
the Boer envoys in this country.
Further, the strained relations and
undisguised dislike of each other
which exist between France and
England, which found expression
in a Franco Russian alliance as a
challenge to Great Britain as well
as to Germany, forbid the assump-
tion that the act of French money
lenders in any way indicated
French feeling or course of action
in the improbable event ot an op-
portunily to take sides in the Boer
cause.

France is neutral, but if occasion
arose her people would be found
championing the cause of the
Boers. Ot that there is as little
doubt as that Americans—aside
from the money kings—would be
found on the same side under fav-
oring conditions, The severest
reverses English arms met in the
early stages ol the war in the Trans-
vaal were administered under the
direction ol a distinguished French
officer whose early death was the
heaviest blow the cause of the re-
publics received. And when Pres-
ident Kruger landed in Europe the
doors of France were open to him
in sympathy with his mission as
well as in rebuke of England's
course, The time has not vyet
come in the history of Fran:e any
more than in the history of our own
country when it can be said that
the owners of wealth speak for the
mass of the people, act for them,

and reflect their opinions and
wishes.

Now as to the bearing of this
bond purchase upon the question
of neutrality, The Szar's article
asks: “Is not, indeed, money in
such circumstances and for such
purposes contraband of war?”
Well, we had a little disagree-
ment ourselyes some forty years
ago in the course of which Eng-
land, whom our financiers are now
in gratitude helping out of a hole,
took up some bonds of the seced-
ing States and in return furnished
money and supplies for the Con-
federacy. Could the United States
have put its hand upon cash or
bonds, would those articles be con .
sidered contraband of war? We
have an idea that they would be
confiscated as quickly as would
have been the supplies they were
intended to purchase. If the sale
ol mules to England now is merely
a commercial matter, why was
such a hullabaloo made by the
North over a similar transaction
between England and the South?
We should have been as willing to
concede trade rights to England
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then as we are to demand them for
ourselves today.

It furnishing war supplies to bel-
ligerents is such a small matter
where our great friend England is
concerned, why is so much ado
raised over the sale ofsimilar arti-
cles to the Filipinos?, It we have
mules to sell, have we not also
firearms to sell? If it is only a
matter of trade in one case, why
not in the other? Isitbecause the
little peoples have no rights pow-
erful nations are bound to respect?

In some quarters—notably in the
case of our English ally o1 today-—~
an impression once prevailed that
the North would sooner or lt--
be relegated to the ranks of tne
smaller powers, and this impres-
sion led her to wink sometimes and
again to opealy countenance eva-
sions ot neutrality laws for which
she paid —not, however, as dearly
as she should—under the Geneva
award, It is our fond hope—
though seemingly a hopeless one—
that the South Alfrican Republics
may emerge victorious from their
struggles, as did our own republic,
to demand the same reparation
from the United States that we
demanded and obtained from Eng-
land,

Meantime we can assure our
evening contemporary that Hon.
Wm, Sulzer and those who read
international law like him are
closely following the details ot the
floating of the new English war
loan merely, as a matter of curi-
osity, to learn if the Hon. Wm.
McKinley's name figures among
the favored bidders.

We are also following the appeal
of Gen, Pearson, in the name of
the Orange Republic, to President
McKinley to stop the sale of mules
to England, which, Judge Parlange
said, was a matter for the Execu-
tive and not for the courts, We
will be glad to record a favorable
answer to this appeal, but we have
no tdea that it will ever be our
good fortune to do so.

And perhaps the Star will have
an opportunity to hear Mr. Sulzer
discuss the question as to whether
money is or is not contraband of
war in the next Congress. If he
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to have two of a kind in Washing-
ton at the same time—but he has
a way of saying things, and when
he has spoken the Apologist tor
the Administration will know it
has been in an argument.

Unselfish Alblon,

The London Spectator
American opposition
pean colonization
South America “a dog-in-the-
manger” policy. This rebuke of
American selfishness comes with
admirable grace from an English
newspaper. Everybody knows
how unselfish Great Britain is in
svch matters, All the nations of
the world are at liberty to estab-
lish colonies in India and to take
large slices of Indian territory. If
the United States wished to settle
a few hundred thousand Ameri-
cans in South Alrica with the ob-
ject ol acquiring possession of
Natal or the Transvaal gold mines
Uncle Sam would receive hearty
encouragement in London. If
Germany should ask for a slice of
Egypt no objection would be made
by the Goverament of Kine Ed-
ward. Everybody understands
how liberal the Briton is in these
matters, how absolutely free from
any taint of *‘dog-in-the-manger”’
selfishness. Uncle Sam stands re-
buked and should hide his head in
shame.

calls
to Euro-
schemes in
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Maryland Democrats

have realized, says the Alexandria
Gazette, the great loss they sus-
tained when Mr. Gorman was re-
tired from the Sena'e and are striv-
ing to return nim to that body.
With his assistance they have
wrung from th: Maryland Legis-
lature a new election law which
has a Massachusetts model with
South Carolina interpretations,
Mr. Gorman, says our Virginia
contemporary, has a strong posi-
tion as a Democratic leader. He
has never bolted and never been a
cuckoo, He helped to make
Cleveland, but refused to bow to
Cleveland as an autocrat, He op-
posed Bryan’s nomination, but re-
fused to bolt him or his silver issue
in 1896, A year ago he said thare
would be no occasion for strife in
either party at its conventions for
1900, ‘Mr. Gorman has been a
Democrat working in the harness
always. He is also the ablest of
the Democratic leaders and man-
agers, It he réturns to the Senate
there will be no question of his
leadership there. The Soutb will
find in him a strong supporter.

does we can assure our neighbor

Germany’'s Indusirial Orisls — A
Warniog for America,

Consular reports have been re-
cently describing the industrial
situation in various parts of Ger-
many as bad, and the Berliner
Tageblatt,in a recent issue, con.
firms the depressing news. Ac-
cording to this paper, “the lot of
the poorer population during the
last few months has | een very bit-
ter, A long and hard winter, the
high price of coal and the increas-
ing want of work have created
conditions against which all char-
itable efforts have been powerless,
Living has become very difficult
among masses of the people. The
necessaries of life have to be se-
verely restricted, The savings of
years are in great part consumed,
and debts for rent and food have
been made, the repayment of which
will influence the well being of
many families for a long time. Re-
duced protection and dismissal of
work people are at present so gen-
eral that they scarcely attract
notice."”

There is a disposition in some
quarters to a‘tribute this distress
to the excessive size of the German
army and the enormous burden
imposed by the new effort to create
a great German fleet. To be first
on sea as well as on land is held to
be an unreasonable ambition. At
The Hague Conference, while op-
posing, on Germany's behalf, the
reducltion of armaments, Colonel
Schwarzhofl, citing the prosperity
of his country, contended that
great military establishments tenq
to increase the natio21al wealth.
“The German people,” he said,
‘“‘are not crushed beneath a load of
taxation. * * * QOn the con-
trary, pub ic and private wealth is
increasing; the common well
being, the standard ol lif¢, is rising
Irom year to year. As for com-
pulsory service, Germany does not
regard it as a heavy burden, but as
a sacred duty to which she owes
her existence, her prospenty and
her future.,”” For atime, no doubt,
large military expenditure pro-
duces a fictitious prosperity, but
not a2 few Germans begin ‘0 say

Change Her Foreign
Policy, ’

Wit u;-ly
The Paris newspapers, says
the New York Sun, with scarcely
an exception, now profess ardent
friendship for Italy, and are dis-
posed to argue that the visit of
the Italian fleet to Toulon, like he
visit of the French fleet to Kron-
stadt, will have far reaching polit-
ical consequences, A Hungarian
paper takes a similar view, and de-
clares that the Triple Alliance will
not be renewed in 1903, but that,
on the contrary, Italy will become
an ally of France and Russia. The
presence of a Russian squadron at
Toulon durine the festivities in
honor of the Italian visitors is
thought to confirm the prediction.
Therg is another and more proba-
ble theory, that Italy, while re-
fraining from joining the Dual Al-
liance, will enter into a compact
to mintain a strict neutrality in
the eventof a war between Ger-
many and France.

The latter theory rests on the
auth_ ity, such as it is, of the well

kn correspondent of the Lon-
don Zimesin Paris, Mr. de Blow-
itz s that he has seen a letter

from *‘a personage of high rank in
one af the small aorthern powers,”
which letter contains an outline of
an agreement alieged to be on the
point of signature by Russia,
Frasce and Italy. According to
this personage, the treaty is neither
offepsive nor defensive, but simply
pledges Italy, as we have said, to
remain a neutral. A moment’s
rezﬂon will show that such neu-
trality would be ot incomparably
more benefit to France than to
Germany. In the event of a war
between the two last named pow-
ers, France would no longer be
compelled to keep a considerable
part of her army on her southeast-
ern frontier to withstand a possi-
ble iavasion in that quarter and
she would also be able to employ
the whole ot her Mediterranean
fleet for aggressive operations in
the North Sea and the Baltic. Ger-
many, on the other hand, could
use ,’aly a part of her land-forces
t France, because Russia

that the aiter effects are such as the

se
of Germany'’s present industria]
crisis,

Senator Tillman,

of South Carolina, colleague ot
Senator McLaurin, comments vig-
orously upon Mr. McLaurin’s
speech at Charlotte, N. C,, in which
Mr. McLaurin advised the South-
ern Democracy to break away
from the old lines. Mr. Tillman
says: “Senator McLaurin’s speech
is contradictory, full of paradoxes
and seems intending to pave the
way for the Senator’s passage into
the Republican camp, It may ex-
cite surprise outside of this State,
but the only thing that astonishes
us here is his continaed effort to
pose as a Democrat.,” The at-
tempt to win the Southern Dem
ocracy over to the advocacy of
protection could not have been un-
dertaken at a more unpromising
time. The drift ot the Republican
party itself is away from protec-
tion., The iron, cotton and oil-
producing South needs the open
rather than the shut door., Sena-
tor McLaurin has surely carried
his high tariff eggs to the wrong
market; his flop is foredoomed to
failure. Republicaa leaders realize
this, but at the same time it will
take a great many McLaurins to
convince them that the South is
ripe for turning a political somer-
sault,

— et A

A "Barbarian'’ Tribure,

We have been a nation 125 yearé.
lacking a little more than two
months, Our States are joined
together to “establish justice” and
“insure domestic tranquility.”

For decades foliowing our great
civil war, the result of an “irre-
pressible conflict,”” we boasted in-
creasingly of our leadership in
peace over the whole world. We
have put torth libraries of self-
eulogy on our progress in peaceful
industries and arts. We have
gloried in our own way on the
peace compelling influences of our
public schools and churches.
Where we sat at The Hague Peace
Conference, there, in our not too
modest view, was the head of the
council table.

These conditions and others
have not been without eflect. We
have drawn from the lips of Aguin-
aldo, late an enemy, these words
of tribute:

How terrible are the Americans! They
are splendid and ferocious fighters,

Thus the barbarismn o1 the Far
East bows to the civilization of the
compelling Occident,

S, ~

fbe able, not only to occupy
ut to menace Germany's

It is clear, then, that such an
agreement would be regarded at
Berlin as a hostile act, and, while
Germany might not venture to
punish Italy directly by an inva-
sion, at the risk of precipitating a
conflict with Russia and France,
she might have recourse to the
weapon which in 1881 82 Bismarck
found effective for the purpose of
driving Italy into a league with
Germany and Austria, That
weapon was an agitation in favor
of an international guarantee of
the independence of the Papacy,
a guarantee which would have in-
volved a revival of the Pope’s sov-

ereignty over some of the former

Papal dominions. Such a restor-

ation, if brought about by

exterior pressure, would deal a

more deadly blow at Italian unity

than would the sometimes mooted

voluntary cession of the Leonine

City, together with a strip of land

running from it to the sea. The

situation, however, wou!d be ma-

terially different from that of

twenty years ago, for, if [taly could

count upon the support of France

and Russia, she should be able to

resist any pressure exercised by

Germany and Austria,

In the internal condition of Italy

at the present time there are indi-

cations that a change of foreign

policy might meet with favor. The

young King Victor Emmanuel 111,

is believed to be strongly prepos-

sessed in favor of France, and he

has already evinced a determina-

tion to be much less ot a figure-

head in the Government than was

his father, It may be taken tor

granted that his Queen, who was

a Montenegrin princess, would do

anything in her power to turther

the most cordial relations between

Russia and her adopted country,

Then, again, in the Chamber of
Deputies, the centre of political
gravity seems likely to be fixed
permanently in the Left, and, the
Left is not only notoriously anti-
Teutonic, in its ‘sympathies, but
includes the Irredentists, who
deem the unity of Italy incomplete
so long as Austria 1s suffered to
retain the Trentino and Trieste,
Once more, in Lombardy the feel-
ing of dislike for Austria and of
gratitude to France is more perva-
sive and emphatic than in any
other part of the Italian peninsula,
and It so happens that in the pres-
ent Ministry, both the Premier and
the Minister for Foreign Aflairs
are natives of Lombardy.

So much for political tendencies:
even stronger are the political
motives for desiring cordial rela
tions, Gel'm9v. which is an in-

tensely protectionist country, of-
fers no prospect of an outlet for
any important part of Italy’s sur-
plus products, Austria, never a
highly valued customer, is of less
consequence today than she was
some years ago from the viewpoint
of the Italian exporter. France
used to afford by far the best mar-
ket for Italian commodities, and,
although the treaty of commerce
concluded in 1898 was a disap-
pointment, much better terms
could be hoped tor if France were
entirely satisfied with Italy’s polit-
ical attitude. We may note, fin-
ally, that, in the eyes of tar-sighted
patriots like Sig. Sonning, a pro-
gram of rigorous retrenchment is
indispensable for the national wel-
fare, and such a retrenchment
would be practicable were Italy to
bind herselt to the maintenance of
a strict neutrality, for then her
standing army, the principal cause
of her extravagance, might be sig-
nally cut down,

Were Italy to proclaim neutral-
ity in the event of a European war,
France and Russia could annihil
ate Germany's sea power, and
ought to prove much stronger on
land than the united torces of
Germany and Austria. Of course,
the Berlin Government would sue
for aid to England, but we do not
think that the petition would be
granted, in view ol the straits to
which the British Treasury has
been reduced by the South African
war

Ex Senator Hil)l on Trusts,

The Hon. David Bennett Hill
made a speech before the Jefferson
Club of Buffalo the other day
which is full of good sense and
sound doctrine. Relerring to the
continued formation of trusts and
combineswhich dazzle by the bold-
ness of their conception and the
boundless extent of their proposed
operations, Mr. Hill indulged in
some speculations as to the atti-
tude of Thomas Jefferson toward
these great concerns if he were
here to take part in public affairs
today. Among other remedies
which Jefferson mightsuggest, Mr.
Hill said, would be that the Gov-
ernment, in justice to its over-
burdened taxpayers, should with-
draw its tariff favors. “We may
be sure,” Mr. Hill added, *that he
would not apooint to the office of
Attorney General a man recom.
mended by the promoters of these
schemes, whose official province it
would be to prosecute violators of
the Federal statutes passed to pre-
vent the consummation of such
public wrongs.”

It may be readily believed that
Jefterson would never have con-
sented to the protection of corpo-
rations in their extortions from
the people by misusing the taxing
power of the General Government,
A corporation by the concentra-
tion of vast wealth gets possession
of the home market and destroys
all competition and then the power
of the General Government is used
to protect the monopoly from all
other possible competition, viz,,
that ot other countries. Jeflerson
would never have consented to
any such arrangement as that.

) A

Another Impecunious Prince,

Scarcely two months ago Duke
Henary, who married the voung
Queen of Holland, had the good
wishes of all mankind, on the
principle that *‘all the world loves
alover.” Thehoneymoon hasnot
passed, however, before Benedict
finds that life is noc one grand,
sweet song. Like most European
princelets, Duke Henry is a slave
to the money lenders, who are now
clamoring for their gold, The
Queen of Holland isa young lady
of spirit and determination and evi-
dently more practical than roman-
tic, Her husband’s creditors ap-
plitd to her for payment of his
debts, but she declined to advance
the money, on the ground that
Duke Henry’s debts are a matter
which concern him alone. Cupid
has evidently not turned Wil.
helmina’s head, and business be-
fore sentiment is her motto. The
Duke's creditors have, it is re-
ported, formed a syndicate and in-
tend to offer his unpaid obligations
tor sale on the Amsterdam Stock
Exchange. This is a severe re-
venge to take on a young man
who is still ““dreamung ol love'’ and
has mot yet awakened to the bitter
realities of life, There s no divin-
ity which doth hedge about an
impecunious princelet,

Duke Henry might have fared
better it he had married an Amer-
ican heiress. Some of Columbia’s
daughters are so anxious to pos-
sess a title that they are willing to
turn over their checkbooks and
real estate to anybody who will
lend them the poor distinction of
an aristocratic name,

FOREIGN NEWS.

Translated and Selected [rom leading
Buropean papersfor the SENTINEL

ENGLAND.
A New Nihilistlie Polley.

London Speclalor

Have the Nihilists decided on a new
policy, that of attacking Ministers
instead of the sovereign? The murder
of the Russian Minister of Education,
lollowed, as it has been, by the attempt
to assassinate the Procurator of the Holy
Synod,who is in Russia a great Minister,
by the threatening letters to four other
Ministers, and by the statement of the
would be assassin Lagovsky that he was
selected by lot for *‘the execution” out
ol a group of comrades, certainly suggest
that idea to the historian of events
One can easily imagine reasons tor such
a change in the inver counsels ol the
governing committees. They have as
yet effected nothing by their crimes.
Alexander II,, 1t is true, was slain, but
the only effect of that colossal act of
ingratitude was that a Czar of singularly
benevolent temper and much ability
was succeeded by a Czar with less mind,
less benevolence, and a stronger deter-
mination to maintain the autocracy at
all hazards, Alexander IIl. was almost
a theocrat, for he held in apparent sin-
cerity, that God could not have made
such an inadequate person as himself
Czar of Russia without intending to
guide him. The present Emperor of
Russia, though a gentle man is as com-
pletely master as Nicholas 1. was, and
the machine ol government is as much
a steam roller crushing all obstacles
into one level of sand as it was hefore,
The difficulties, too, of carrying on a
kind of war with a succession of sover-
ereigns are enormous, The reigning
Czar is protected not only by guards
and police, but by the loyal devotion of
the people, and that kind of reverence
even among those who threaten him
which, if all tales be true, has repeatedly
broken the Nihilists’ weapons in their
hands, Three times at least we haye
seen it recorded that an assassin—in
txyo of the cases after reaching the
presence of the Czar—has preferred
suicide to the murder he had under-
taken to commit. Such attempts, too,
awaken aspecial horror which, however
difficult to explain, is perfectly real, and
which Nihilists, however callous they
may be, cannot help feeling. They
reyive royalty rather than weaken it;
and by interesting all Europe make the
search for a safe asylum nearly hopeless,
Ministers, however high their functions
or successful their careers, are much less
completely protected,

Pure Food Legislavion.
London Saturday Review.

In the course of the [Pure Beer]
debate and between the bouts of irrele-
vant humor a larger number of the
supporters must have been logically
converted; but it was difficult to go back
on previous assurances and in the
relaxation of a facetious mood they were
prompted to keep the subject alive a
littie longer. Almost all the specious
arguments in favor of the bill were
shattered. It would not benefit the
farmers, as was demonstrated some
weeks ago by a practical farmer and
brewer, because the cheaper foreign
barleys which have more sunlight to
ripen them are much richer in sugar
than the English grain. It would not
benpefit the *public house beer drinkers’’
because the ““part malt’”’ beer would be
sold at a much lower rate, and would be
neither less pleasant nor in most cases
less wholesome. The panic caused by
the outhreak of arsenical poisoning,
which contributed chiefly to the senti-
ment in favor ot the bill, was altogether
irrational. Like most popular cries the
arguments founded on it were vitiated
by a complete ignorantio elenchi; pois-
oning by arsenic was a danger for which
the bill did not even suggest any pro-
vision. There is no doubt immediate
need for the law to take steps to prevent
a repetition of such a disaster as has
befallen beer drinkers in the Manchester
district, but the natural and only effec-
tive method was to stiffen the Food and
Drug Act, For fifty years beer has been
brewed Irom sugar, tor the reason that
a certain proportion of sugar helped to
make a cheaper and more wholesome
driok than unqualified malt. Chemically
beer is as pure when brewed (rom sugar
as from malt; to the chemist the ultimate
oroduct is idemntical in the two cases.
For the sake of the consumer it is merely
necessary to see that the product of the
malt, as of the sugar, is pure; for malt
as well as sugar may contain arsenic.

Barmaids Mast &o.
London Hospilad

In our efforts to control intemperasce
we may either attack *‘the drink’’ itself,
a crusade noble, possibly, but quixotic,
or, with the Bishop of Winchester, we
may adopt the humbler but more prac-
tizal method of strengthening the
powers of the law for the suppression of
certain generally recognized evils con-
nected with the trade in alcohol.
Amoong those evils may we not place
the barmaid? That she isa ‘““charming
creature’’ we are, of course, ready to
admit, and that she is often an honest,
hard working and much over worked
woman we not only admit but know,
But all the same she is responsible for
much evil. No one who is compelled
by unkind fate to live much away from
home can belp observing to how large
an extent the barmaid is responsible for
the initiation of drinking habits among
young men, and when one considers
how many young fellows there are 1n all
commercial towns who live away from
home and bardly speak to any women
except waitresses and barmaids, we
cannot wonder atit, Barmaids are the
syrens who lead the young to drink.

Of that there can be no doubt, and the
question is whether the puryeyors ol
alcohol should be allowed to use up

ally sacrificed to the trade, merely for
the sake of giving additional attractive-
ness to the drink they sell. Barmaids
as a class are much to be pitied, They
have to work hard, they have to stand
long hours, and to suffer all the evils
which long standiag causes in women,
while constantly before them are the
bottles and the waps from which tempo-
rary com‘ort for these miseries can be
obtained, Can we wonder that some
give way to the temptation, aud that
the occupation of barmaid is an un=-
healthy one? As to the morality of the
work we will not say much. That many
barmaids are as good as most people
goes without saying, as it also does that
many, and especially the younger of
them, are exposed from week end to
week end to temptations to which no
woman—or girl as she often is —ought
to be exposed Jas part of her business
iife. No woman ought to be *‘putin
the shop window,” so to sav, as part of
the attraction of the shop, as is done
practically with barmaids. That the
work of barmaids 1s far more full of
risks, and demands inspection far more
than manyan industry which is ticketed
“"dangerous,” we are quite convinced;
and when to that we add the danger to
the public which accrues from the em-
ployment of, often, physically attractive
women as lures to drinking, ard asa
means of encouraging drinking habits,
we think we are on the right side in
saying that 1f barmaids cannot be at
once abolished, a very heavy tax on
their employment and a very careful
inspection of the conditions under which
they are emploved would, to say the
least, make tor temperance.

Hard Worked Clerks
London Pall Mall Gazelle.

The other morning Signor Prinetti,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, went, as
usual, to the Quirinal for the Royal
signature to various documents, which
the King signed without comment until
he arrived at one for the augmentation
of the staff ot the Foreign Office,
‘This,"" he said, to the surprise of the
Minister, ''you may leave; I desive ta
look nto it,” ana there the matter ended
for the moment. The next morning his
Majesty went out alone, and on foot.
arriviog atthe Foreign Offlce about nine
o’clock, and began a tour of discovery,
we mav call it, in search ot some one to
Speak to Atlastinasmall room towards
the roof he came upon a lone man busily
engaged in~—rolling a cigarette, *“Ah!”
said the King, “‘you are already at work;
pray what are the regulation morning
hours in this office?”” *'From eight to
twelye,”” stammered the unhappy man,
wishing his bad luck had not led him so
early out of sed, **And what hour, may
Lask, can I hope to see your colleagues?’’
*‘Apout eleven,” the embarrassed clerk
replied, too confused not to te!l the
truth, “Oh! well, g0 on with your
smoke and tell your chief of my visit
when he comes,” which, of course, was
done, causing dismay to reign supreme
in tha breasts of the 300 odd clerks thus
caught napping Meanwhile the Minister
was called, and told dryly that instead of
increasing the staff of the office, it might
be just as well to see that those already
there adid their duty,
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Sindents’ Riots In Russia,
Vienna Folitische Korrespondenz,

The reports of a revolutionary move-
ment in Russia which have appeared
abroad are much exaggerated; but there
can be no doubt that the country is in a
state of serious agitation, which seems
to be spreading to wider circles. This
outbread is no surprise to the Govern-
ment: on the contrary, it now appears
that the police have for the last six
months known of the existence of a
secret league among the students of all
the Russian universities. They knew
that the students had determined to
seize the first opportunity to make a
d:monstration on a larger scale than
ever before, and possibly to necessitate
the closing ot all the universities. They
also succeeded in discovering a secret
congress of the students which had been
summoned to Odessa. The delegates
of the various universities were arrested
an a considerable collection of forbid.
den works, revolutionary pamphlets.
and documents relating to the plans and
organization of the secret league were
confiscated Unlortunately, chis success
was much overrated, the polize being
o! opinion that they had nipped the
whole movement in the bud, However,
on this occasion the students’ organiz
atien was so powerlul and so widespread
that it was quite unshaken by the action
of the authorities. One party in Gov-
ernment circles openly express their
opinton that this bigh handed treatment
of the former movement was an unpar-
donable mistake. They maintain that
the attempt to stop the movement by
the adoption of measures of great
severity, although they had often before
proved successiul, was due to an insuffi*
cient comprehension of the facts. *» *
Disturbances among students are
common in Russia, and have been al-
most chronic since the ’‘eighties. Ian
most cases they have not been of a
nature to excite any anXiety,and they are
as olten as not merely youthful out-
breaks, such as occur equally in the
universities ol other countries without
any after effects. The attitude of the
public on the present occasion 1s very
significant. The Russian people have
u ually been indiflerent to and ignorant
of the objects of the students, sometigies
even hostile to them., But the present
outbreak,which was really a deliberately
o1ganized street riot, met with the ap-
proval of a large section of the popula-
tion. The struggle between students
and police and Cossacks has been at-
tended by more bloodshed and more
bitterness thaa usual, and the recent
outrages have not alienated publie
sympathy from the students, These
facts are sufficient to show the stage
which the present movement has
reached, Every observer must regard
the situation as serious, and look for-
ward with some apprehension to what

such a mass of maidenhood as Is aonu-

the future may bring.
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